Inter-Faith
Ministries -

People of faith uniting to meet human needs

Friday, December 23, 2005

Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns

Farm Bill

1400 Independence Avenue, SW .

Washington,.DC 20250-3355. _ . i et e e ez o - e
Dear Secretary Johanns;

For 120 years, Inter-Faith Ministries has united people of faith to meet the human needs of this community. Inter-
Faith Ministries’ twelve programs include homeless services, permanent housing with supportive services for those
transitioning out of homelessness, programs for at-risk youth, eldercare, and direct emergency food service
programs. Inter-Faith Ministries’ provides direct service programs, including Operation Holiday and Homeless
Seryices, food.n mrnrstry An 2003, Operation Holiday served 11.540 people (5,700 of whom were children under 14)
by,provrdrng food iood vouchers blankets, and coats. During the same year, Homeless Services' food ministry
provided 728 mern, ‘women and children in our shelters with 74,460 meals and provided an additional 918 emergency
food boxes 1o homeless individuals and families.

Inter:Faith Mmrstnes is invested in the future of this community, and as such strongly urges the following for the 2007

farm brll .

1) Support thé'entitlefient Striicture of the Food Stamp Program which responds to increases in need whether due
_lo economic changes or. disasters;, . .. S0t 1 BT A . Gt e
."Make' benem allotments; adequate by | mcreasrng both the mrnlmum benehl and other aIIotment Ievels, A s

3\ . Expand elrgrbrlrty to mors, needy people left qut of the program now mcludrng aII otherwrse elrg_r_ble Iegal -

~ immigrants, ex- drug elons making new starts, and ofhers struggling to make ends meet; ’

4) - Liberalize resouice nilgs; streamling enrolliment operations, and increase match rates for state admrnrstratwe

operations;

5)  Support food stamp outreach;

6) Centinue to allow recipients choice among food purchases and support healthy ‘choices through nutrrtron
. education; and C e
7) Contmue Electronrc Benefﬂ Transfer (EBT delrvery o A R -r.-‘__._.._-,. SRR LA

Kangas has seen a nearly 76% rnorease in, tood stamp caseloads over Ihe past few years As the, naho,lg s seventh
hungn st state we have seen S|gn|f|canl mcreases in. poverty for lhree years in.a row. Kansas needs lhe economic
stabrlrty that lhe food stamp program brrngs both to struggllng famitlies and to strugglrng oommunmes
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